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22,   Oxides of manganese.
of the  oxides of manganese  being- a natural production, and  sometimes of great
purity,   and the metal not being-  obtainable
without skill and labour, it may be most convenient to adopt the inverse method iu our in-
Destinations; that is,  to trace out the atom of metal from its oxides. Native oxides of manganese. Of late, I have
met with excellent specimens of this oxide; they are in masses of a grey, crystalline appearance, sp. gr. 4, easily pulveri'/able into a
greasy^  shining, dark  grey powder.    They
are nearly pure oxide; but the more common sort is blackerf and contains less or more of siliceous earth. Some specimens are very harsh, require an iron mortar to pulverize them, and contain 50 or upwards per cent, of siliceous earth. Of the common sort when pulverized, the black inclining to blue, is generally preferable to the black inclining" to brown* 1 have not observed any earthy carbonates mixed with the oxide of manganese. Amongst various specimens i obtained the following analyses*